Approved For Release 2002/01/02 : CIA-RDP59-00882R0001 00040023-9 


25X1X4 


ft April 1956 


mmsmirn-. rms 


Cass 

to* 


Senate Subccnaitte* Hearing Regarding 
•f the TUAPSE Siller* 


Qa eg April 1956, it 21*00 e.m. in Boom 434, Senate Office 
. the Internal Security Subcommittee of the US Senate held 
in OpSOhesring On the circumstances eimrcwndlng the return of fire 
Of the fUlfil 'Seilers to the USSR. Senator Welker presided* 

Senator tamer was alee present. 

f* The flret witness t® be called vat Jan tan Hoogetraten, 
Migration Cireoter for Church World Sendees. At no tine during 
• • * ■■ — ■■■' " ■ ■ y^i ■Haentiohed by name, Ten Hoogetraten merely 





ilftWAi 


_ fbi oomittee aiked ^ Hoogetraten to explain Church 
mmm*m .-y-K involvement in this case. Ten Boogetratem stated 
that at flret Church World Service* vaa responsible for resettling 
*11 nine s ailo rs but three of then had "gone over to the government . 

8* mad* It very dear that Ofauroh World Services had assumed 
respcaislbillty only for resettling these beys and that maything 
mma w wiifto eat of the ordinary after their entry into the us was the 
reepsftfldblllty of the US government. He stated that at 5*30 p«m. 

•AO frrll he wai called by a man from a OS government agency who 
Mhrlf? U» thrt untUm w Wing* d.tE th. boy.. At thl. 

Mist. Ten Hoogetraten interjected that he had always had a most 

>4-4 with this government agent and that this agent 

had carried out hie duties In an effioient manner. After Tan Hoog- 
straten had been advised in detail of the impending return of the 
five seUors to the USSR and had been warned 1 to oaaeidar this matter 
h* told the agent that he wanted to talk with the boys 
«t toe airport before they left the sent day. The geveryen t agent 
told him to be at the airport at 3*®) p.a. on Saturday, 7 April. 

nag % merging this man telephoned again to *ey that Tan «oog- 
ctratsa** preeeaoe at the airport would not be neoeesary. Van 
Boeostratem said. "Are you going to be there?" "Be,* was the reply. 
Sm 1 fen Hoogetraten asked, "Have bigger people than we taken this 
STtosS So gof4n»ftt ms^/S^e* so. Tan Hoog- 

straten vent to the airport of his own volition but vas 
to see the beys. Be was asked by the oomalttee if he thought anything 
wee l eft Mftdqw in toil case which should have bean done to prevent 
toe prestige of toe US fro# being damaged. Tan Roogstraten replied 
that he oeuld not judge because such things war* in the hands of the 
US government but he could not believe that tom sane government 
thick admitted the sailors aeveral montliia previously would let them 
gTso easily. Senator Welker asked, "Fro* your view of these boys, 
too voro in ay opinion sent away, wars they happy to be leaving?" 
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Van Koogstratan aald the boy* did sot speak to him and pretended 
not to IM bin. Ho felt they wanted to protect him fro® embarrass- 
ment. Senator Welker rsmsiked that the purpoee of this hearing 
wan to bring tide oaee out in public so that the Aaerioan people 
could see just what the Seri eta can do right here in the US. Van 
Hoogstratan reed a letter into the record frost Church World Services 
which reiterated hie them that it had been agreed when the boy* 
firet entered the US that Church World Servioea would only be con- 
earned with the general welfare of the beys. The letter eleo said 
that fan Boogstraten was not authorized to answer questions which 
involved US policy in this ease. 

f. Viktor Solovyev, the only other witness, testified sub- 
stantially as Is indicated in the attached newspaper clipping from 

dated 21 April 1956, At one point in hie 
volunteered information regarding his whereabouts 
after the five had redefected. During his discourse in Russian he 
mentioned Baltimore. The interpreter started to explain what he 
had said but was interrupted by a member of the committee who 
stated that he had been taken there for his personal safety end 
it would not be necessary to put this In the record. In thanking 
Solovyev for appearing before the commit tee. Senator Welker stated 
he sapeeted to go into the matter of the sailor* * rsdef action as 
fully and completely as possible. 

4. In m opinion the testimony of the two witnesses did not 
differ from the information on this incident already known by this 
office. Solovyev did not seem especially nervous and was quite 
sure of himself. Ha treated what might happen to him if he returned 
te ftuaaia as a ^oke. Bis remark regarding Ms desire for a gun met 
with laughter from both the committee and Solovyev himself. An 
executive session had been held prior to this public hearing and 
the eonmittee knew exactly when to stop Solovyev when it felt he 
might reveal something which should be left unsaid for security 
reasons. 
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feolosure: As stated above. 
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